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About Snelsmore Common Country Park

Snelsmore Common is a beautiful area of heathland with a variety of habitats such as the heath itself, the 
surrounding woodland, and wet mires. It is home to some nationally-rare animals and plants so it is very 
important that we protect them from disturbance and help them by improving their habitat. Lowland 
heathland habitat is very rare, which is why you might see our reserves staff working had to protect and 
improve Snelsmore Common.

On your visit, listen carefully, you might be lucky to hear a woodlark, which sings a lovely flutey song from 
February. Keep a look out for amazing heathland insects such as the golden-ringed dragonfly or green tiger 
beetle. If you make an evening visit in the early summer, listen out for a nightjar ‘churring’ and look out for the 
tiny light coming from a glow worm on plants beside the heathland paths.

Enjoy your visit but remember:
Please keep your dog under close control, preferably on a lead at all times, and pick up after it.
Please do not feed the ponies as we would like them to stay wild.
Please help to keep our heathland looking its best by putting your litter in the bin or by taking it home.

Thank you

1. Common lizard

Instructions:

Bring this trail sheet and some wax crayons with you on 
your visit.

Follow the ‘Easy Access Trail’ in a clockwise direction. 
Stop to make a wax rubbing of each plaque on your 
sheet at each of the seven waymark posts on the trail.

Each plaque has an image of a plant, bird, animal or 
insect that might be found on a lowland heath like 
Snelsmore Common. Rub carefully over each plaque to 
transfer the image onto your paper.

Find out some fascinating facts about each species on 
the last page.

Most of all have fun finding about Snelsmore Common’s 
amazing wildlife!

Heathland crayon rubbing trail
Berkshire
Buckinghamshire
Oxfordshire



2. Common lizard

7. Small copper butterfly6. European nightjar

5. Cross-leaved heath4. Great spotted woodpecker

3. Round-leaved sundew



1. Green tiger beetle
This large ground beetle, with a 
distinctive metallic-green body, is a 
ferocious heathland predator. It uses 
its massive biting jaws to catch and eat 
insects and spiders. It is a very speedy 

runner- one of the UK’s fastest insects, and can fly away 
if it needs to avoid being eaten itself. Look out for them 
hunting on areas of bare ground on the heath.

2. Common lizard
Lizards are cold-blooded so watch 
out for them basking in sunny spots 
in spring and summer as they warm 
themselves up. If you happen to disturb 
one, wait a few minutes and see if it 

comes back, they often like to return to a favourite 
spot. Other reptiles on the Common include slow worm 
(legless lizard), adder, and grass snake.

3. Round-leaved sundew
This small plant likes wet, boggy 
places like the mires here at Snelsmore 
Common. It is an insectivorous plant 
species, meaning that it eats insects. 
Insect are attracted to sundews by the 

shiny, sticky droplets on each of the many leaf hairs 
which trap them when they land on a leaf. The plant 
then dissolves them in a sticky substance and absorbs 
their nutrients through the leaves. 

4. Great spotted woodpecker
This is a very distinctive bird, with black, 
white and red feathers. It is mainly a 
woodland bird but you might see one fly 
across the heath to a dead tree where it 
will find insects and larvae to eat. In the 

spring you will hear males drumming their strong bills 
on trees to attract females. They can be identified by 
their distinctive ‘bouncy’ flight and a sharp ‘kik kik’ call. 
Males can be identified by the bright red patch on the 
back of their head.

5. Cross-leaved heath
This species of heather grows well on 
the wetter parts of the heath. It is one 
of the three types of heather found on 
Snelsmore Common. It gets its name 
from the whorls of four leaves around its 

stem forming a cross-shape. The flowers are a soft pinky-
purple colour and are bunched together at the top of 
each stem.

6. Nightjar
This unusual-looking heathland bird 
often visits Snelsmore Common 
between April and August. It is 
crepuscular, meaning that it is most 
active at dawn and dusk, and its 

distinctive ‘churring’ call can be spine chilling! It has a 
small bill which can open extraordinarily wide. Nightjars 
have whiskers either side of their bill which may help to 
catch flying insects such as beetles, flies and moths.

7. Small copper butterfly
This butterfly is commonly found on 
heathland. Its name comes from the 
beautiful shiny copper colour on the 
wings which have distinctive black 
markings. Males can often be seen 

basking in a sunny spot and are very territorial – flying 
aggressively at any passing insect. Small coppers are 
usually seen between May and September.

More things to do
 ■ Find out more about these species and other 

plants and wildlife, visit www.bbowt.org.uk/
wildlife and select Species A-Z from the menu.

 ■ Sign up to our Family Fun e-newsletter:  
www.bbowt.org.uk/newsletter

 ■ Help us manage this special place by joining 
today! www.bbowt.org.uk/join

 ■ Visit the Nature Discovery Centre in Thatcham 
www.bbowt.org.uk/nature-discovery-centre

 ■ Come to an event: www.bbowt.org.uk/whats-on
 ■ Join one of our clubs: Nature Explorers for 5 to 

8-year olds, Young Rangers for 8 to12-year olds or 
Team Rangers for 12 to 16-year olds. Contact  
ndc@bbowt.org.uk for more information.
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